Brannstrom's Fortaleza Guide (requires GoogleEarth to load KMZ file)
Most conference participants for CLAG Fortaleza 26-30 May 2015 will want to use
hotels in the Iracema and Meireles districts, which are near the northern Atlantic
beachfront. I have indicated several places in this Guide that CLAG members might be
interested in visiting, but this Guide is not intended to substitute for a city tour to be led
by UFC geographers. (Beaches on the eastern Atlantic coast, Praia do Futuro, are also
beautiful but have fewer hotels and are more distant from the conference site--see the
Crocobeach placemark.) This brief guide omits several important aspects of Fortaleza's
geography, such as phenomena studied by Jeff Garmany ("Slums, space and
spirituality: Religious diversity in contemporary Brazil," Area 45: 47-55, and other
papers).

Fortaleza's international aiport
Your flight to Fortaleza will arrive here, Pinto Martins International Airport site of
Cocorote field, used by the U.S. military during World War II. Taxis to Iracema or
Meireles cost around R$45.
Some quick linguistic advice: never use the term “busseta” to describe a small bus (it is
a “van”) and try not to describe a jacket as a “saco.”
For an English speaking taxi driver, try Paulo Ricardo at 85 9618 2858 or 85 8576 0751.
His typical greeting is “God bless America.

Conference location: UFC Geography Department
The Geography Department of the Universidade Federal do Ceará (http://www.ufc.br/)
just celebrated the 10th anniversary of its graduate program
(http://www.posgeografia.ufc.br/and https://www.facebook.com/POSGEOUFC).
The Department produces two scholarly journals (Revista
Mercator, http://www.mercator.ufc.br/index.php/mercator/ and Revista de Estudos
Geoeducacionais, Geosaberes,
http://www.geosaberes.ufc.br/seer/index.php/geosaberes).
The Department has several research groups with vibrant social media presence:
Laboratório de
Geoprocessamento http://www.labocart.ufc.br/ Fanpagehttps://www.facebook.com/LAB
OCART.UFC Blog
http://labocartufc.blogspot.com.br/Twitter
Labocartufc Laboratório de Geoecologia da Paisagem e Planejamento Ambiental
Blog http://lageplanufc.blogspot.com.br/

Laboratório de Pedologia e Análise Ambiental
Fanpage https://www.facebook.com/pages/LAPED-UFC
Laboratório de Estudos Geoeducacionais http://www.lege.ufc.br/
Laboratório de Planejamento Urbano e Regional
Fanpage https://www.facebook.com/pages/Laborat%C3%B3rio-de-PlanejamentoUrbano-e-Regional-LAPUR/
Laboratório de Geomorfologia
Fanpagehttps://www.facebook.com/lageco.geomorfologia

Pici airstrip (approximate site)
The Pici district of Fortaleza was the site of a U.S. military presence during World War
II. Pici was one of several airstrips in northeastern Brazil that U.S. bombers and
transport planes used to fly to Ascencion, Accra, and Dakar. In 1941, the U.S. military
located 1155th Army Air Force Base AAFBU Unit-Fortaleza, part of the South Atlantic
Division of the Air Transport Command. The site of the airstrip of the Pici Base is
located just outside the UFC campus, on the present day Avenida Caneiro de
Mendonça. Construction on Pici field started in 1941 and ended in March 1942. The
airstrip was linked to the 2ª Base Americana em Fortaleza, the Cocorote Base, site of
present-day Aeroporto Pinto Martins. (Source: OLIVEIRA, Augusto; LAVÔR, Ivonildo. A
história da aviação no Ceará [Fortaleza: Expressão Gráfica, 2009], attached).
These links provide more information:
http://tokdehistoria.com.br/2011/07/04/1944-the-tragedy-of-the-b-24/
http://www.fortalezanobre.com.br/2010/09/pici-e-ii-guerra-mundial.html
http://www.spmodelismo.com.br/howto/am/antissub3.php

Centro Cultural Dragão do Mar
The Centro Cultural Dragão do Mar, a complex of museums, performance areas,
restaurants, and shops, was the focus of the state's recent urban redevelopment efforts.
Linda Maria de Pontes Gondim's book, O Dragão do Mar e a Fortaleza pós-moderna:
cultura, patrimônio e imagem da cidade (Annablume, 2006) details how this site was
part of the state's goal of producing the city as a tourism destination, with special
attention to the visitors to the Dragão do Mar in terms of demographic characteristics
and experiences.

Teatro José de Alencar
The Teatro José de Alencar, inaugurated in June 1910, is named after Fortaleza’s most
renowned writer, perhaps best known for his Iracema (available by Oxford University
Press in their Library of Latin America series). Construction began in 1896, and a major
project in 1989-1990 restored the building. In front of the Teatro is a public square with
a statue representing Iracema (the cuckhold is on the back of the statue). Nearby are
the Museu das Secas and Museu do Ceará.

Beco da Poeira
Fortaleza’s clothing industry is critical to the city’s urban dynamics. Clothing
manufacture is spread throughout the municipality and cities within the metropolitan
region. In 1980 the production of clothing intensified in Fortaleza. The industry
concentrated spatially in the peripheral regions of Fortaleza, where various types of
workers reside. The industry is linked with global firms that are headquartered in other
countries, as well as local firms. The industry is often located inside the residences of
textile workers, who produce jeans and women’s clothing. The movement of purchasers
is concentrated in various malls (shoppings in Portuguese) in Fortaleza, especially the
Feira da Sé and the Beco da Poeira. These markets attract local purchases, in addition
to people from northeastern Brazil and foreign countries, such as Cabo Verde, French
Guyana and Suriname. (Text by Dr. José Borzacchiello da Silva and Marlon Cavalcante
Santos, Departamento de Geografia, Universidade Federal do Ceará; translated by
Christian Brannstrom).

Fortaleza clothing industry
Sale point for clothing made in Fortaleza. See entry for Beco da Poeira.

Barbara Alencar's prison cell
José de Alencar’s family was influential in Ceará’s political development. His aunt
Barbara, for example, was a leader in two early-nineteenth-century anti-monarchy
independence movements, the Revolução Pernambucana (1817) and the
Confederação do Equador (1824). The tiny cell in which she was imprisoned is located
here, near the Mercado Central… it is a military base, but don’t be shy about gaining
access because it is worth a peek.
Entrance to Mercado Central

The Mercado Central de Fortaleza, a major site for sale of artisanal work, belongs to the
city of Fortaleza but is managed by Associação dos Lojistas do Mercado Central
(ALMEC). The modern structure was inaugurated in 1998. The Mercado opens by day,
while the Beira-Mar market opens at night.
Pavilhão Atlântico
The Pavilhão Atlântico is a site used by UFC geographers to hold monthly workshops
on income generation through souvenirs, recylcing cooking oil for homade soap, making
toys out of scrap, making chocolate sweets, etc.

Iracema Statue
Located at Iracema beach, the Iracema statue represents Iracema, the female
protagonist in a landmark novel by José de Alencar published in 1865. Iracema has
been represented in painting and sculpture numerous times. Alencar portrayed Iracema,
“a virgin with lips like honey,” as the indigenous woman whose tryst with the Portuguese
Martim led to the birth of a child, Moacir, representing the birth of Ceará. Moacir
represents the “union” of two races and, as indicated in the subtitle of the novel “Legend
of Ceará,” the origin of Ceará as fusion of indigenous and Portuguese ethnicity. There
are numerous works of literary criticism on this topic, and CLAG members may see
parallels to Mexico's "La Malinche" and Latin American intellectuals who promoted the
"cosmic race" idea.
The statue representing Iracema was based on a sculpture produced by the artist
Zenon Barreto (1918-2002) in 1960, but according to media reports was censured by
the military regime that took power in 1964, allegedly because the statue showed
Iracema as a warrior holding a bow. In 1980, Barreto turned over the sculpture to
another artist who converted the original into bronze. In 1996 Fortaleza’s city
government inaugurated the sculpture at its present site. However, the bow was stolen
a few days later. After replacement, the bow was stolen again in 2001. In 2012, after
more vandalism, the bow collapsed and the city government decided to restore the
pedestal and statue. Unfortunately, the site lacks a descriptive plaque.

Ponte dos Ingleses
This structure was built in 1921 by the English firm Norton Griffths as a bridge (hence
the name "ponte") to an offshore port-island that was never built. The state government
restored the structure in the 1990s; the architechts Fausto Nilo and Delberg Ponce de
Leon, who were involved in the Centro Dragão do Mar, handled this restoration.

Estoril

Estoril, today a restaurant, was constructed in the 1920s. In the 1940s, Estoril became
the headquarters for the USO. Fortaleza natives recall that local women would go there
to drink Coca-Cola--a novelty at the time--and became known as the "coca-colas." At
the time, the building was known as “Vila Morena” but was re-named Estoril by
Portuguese tenants, after a city in Portugal. The city financed the restoration of the
building in 2008.

Palácio da Abolição
The Palácio da Abolição, present location of Ceará’s executive banch, was inaugurated
on 4 July 1970. The structure was designed by Sérgio Bernardes and the gardens by
Burle Marx, who received geographical study by James Curtis in “Praças, place, and
public life in urban Brazil” (Geographical Review 90 [2000]: 475-92). In 1986, governer
Tasso Jereissati moved the executive offices to a separate building, the Palácio do
Cambeba, but the executive branch returned to this site in 2010 or 2011. The term
“abolição” refers to the claim that Ceará was the first Brazilian province to abolish
slavery in 1884. Part of the complex contains the remains of Humberto de Alencar
Castelo Branco (1897-1967), the first leader of the military regime that took power on 1
April 1964 in a military coup encouraged by the U.S. government.
Castelo Branco mausoleum
Castelo Branco was a key protagonist in the 1 April 1964 military coup. Born in
Fortaleza, Castelo Branco was related to José de Alencar’s descendents. The
mausoleum is a modernist project designed by Bernardes and inaugurated in 1972.
Bernardes worked with Lucio Costa and Oscar Niemeyer, key leaders in the planning
and design of Brasília, in the 1940s and 1950s. The U.S. role in supporting Castelo
Branco’s coup d’etat is documented in materials declassified in 2004
(http://www2.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB118/). In these documents (attached
in PDF), U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson argues, “I think we ought to take every step
that we can, be prepared to do everything that we need to do,” in regard to preparations
for the coup. Days before the coup, U.S. Ambassasdor Lincoln Gordon alleged that
Brazilian President João Goulart was working with the Brazilian Communist Party to
“seize dictatorial power.” Gordon urged the U.S. to support the forces of General
Castello Branco, advising “a clandestine delivery of arms” and a shipment of gas and
oil..

Beira-Mar Artisan Market
Great place for shopping for locally produced crafts, tacky Portuguese T-shirts and
souvenirs. The atmosphere is terrific and there are plenty of places to eat and drink next
to this open-air market. However, the market only opens in the evening. This market is
located on the Beira-Mar, the site of intensive urban development of high-rise
apartments and hotels. This process is analyzed by Paula et al., "High-rise development

of the sea-front at Fortaleza (Brazil): Perspectives on its valuation and consequences,"
Ocean & Coastal Management 77: 14-23 (DOI: 10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2012.03.004).

50 Sabores ice cream
Great ice cream (several flavors from Caatinga plants), great location (Beira-Mar)...they
welcome you to taste as many flavors as you wish.

Padaria Ideal
Equal parts supermarket, bakery, and café…and close to many hotels in Meireles and
Iracema.

Pão de Açúcar supermarket
Traded on the NYSE (CBD), the Pão de Açúcar supermarket chain is controlled by the
Companhia Brasileira de Distribuição, formerly known as Grupo Pão de Açúcar, and
held by the French firm Grupo Casino. Pão de Açúcar is Brazil’s largest grocery chain,
founded as a sweetshop in 1948 by Valentim Diniz (1913-2008). My favorite items are
feijoada-flavored bouillon cubes (hard to find at Kroger’s) and Havaianas.

Habib's
Habib's is a fast-food franchise, specializing in Arabic food, such as kibe, modified for
Brazilian tastes. More than 400 Habib’s franchises exist in Brazil. A Portuguese
entrepreneur, Antônio Alberto Saraiva, started the chain in 1988 in São Paulo state.
Look for the tacky rendition of a stereotypical Middle Eastern man on a large sign.
Lav-Lev laundromat
In case you need to wash your clothes

Banco do Brasil
This bank and several others on this busy avenue have ATMs that are compatible with
debit cards issued by U.S. banks.

Hotel Diogo

Example of the type of hotel in the Meireles and Iracema districts on the northern shore
of Fortaleza.

Holiday Inn
Example of the type of hotel in the Meireles and Iracema districts on the northern shore
of Fortaleza. This hotel is on the Beira-Mar, next to the paved walkway that parallels this
part of the coast.
Hotel Mareiro
Example of the type of hotel in the Meireles and Iracema districts on the northern shore
of Fortaleza. Short walk from the nighttime artisan market

Hotel Ibis
Example of the type of hotel in the Meireles and Iracema districts on the northern shore
of Fortaleza. Cheaper hotels may be found 2-5 blocks from the beach, compared to
hotels on the Beira-Mar.

Pousada Orlando
Affordable, great location (near Estoril and the Dragao do Mar complex)

Crocobeach

Built on "public" coastal land in Praia do Futuro, this private development shows an
interesting hybrid space in which private developers have converted public beach space
into a partly paid and exclusive space (the pool, restaurants) while tolerating street
vendors and other uses of "public" space. In other areas of coastal Brazil, simple
"barracas," from which this site evolved, have been dismalted under judicial order. But
here there is an informal agreement between business owners and the state: allow
public access to the beach while carrying on with tourism development. This site, in
particular, is well suited to families because of clean restrooms, showers, and a pool.
Thursdays are a particularly good time to visit this area, because it is traditionally "crab
night." These sites on Praia do Futuro are a short taxi ride, approximately R$30, from
the Beira-Mar hotels. Aspects of coastal land development are detailed in UFC
geographer Alexandre Queiroz Pereira's recent book, A urbanização vai à praia
(Fortaleza, 2014).

